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Vermonters Make Statewide Push to Ensure All of Vermont’s Young Children Get a Good Start
	Early childhood advocates statewide have set an ambitious goal of talking with every legislator before the legislative session begins in January about the importance of the quality of early care and education in Vermont.  The [insert name of your Council] is participating in this effort.
“The future prosperity of our society will be determined by the health and development of our children,” said [insert name of Council member after getting his/her permission]. “Research tells us that there is a direct link between healthy development in the early years and the quality of early care and education that children experience. With 71% of Vermont children under five years old in the non-parental care at least part of the day, the stakes are high,” said [insert person’s last name].
This statewide effort, known as Campaign 180, is a collaboration between the twelve Building Bright Futures regional early childhood councils and the Kids Are Priority One Coalition.  It is part of the Coalition’s larger Quality Matters Campaign, which was launched a year ago to 
improve the quality of early care and education in Vermont. The Coalition is focusing on building public support for a greater investment in high-quality child development services and promoting policies that will result in higher quality early care and education throughout Vermont.
“It’s troubling that relatively few early childhood programs in Vermont have a ‘gold seal of approval’ when it comes to quality,” explained [insert Council member’s name]. “As of 2010, only 25% of eligible early care and education providers held a STARS certificate at any level, and only 5.2% of Vermont's programs were nationally accredited by the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children, “ [insert person’s last name] added.
	The Campaign 180 event held in [insert town] attracted legislators, local employers, [name other constituencies who attended]. The discussion focused on [insert summary of your event]. 
[add a quote from the event if you’re able to do that, following the format used in the quotes above]
The conversations taking place this fall and winter with policymakers will be a springboard to the Coalition’s legislative platform, which it will announce in December.
###
Building Bright Futures seeks to assure that all Vermont children are healthy and successful by improving the quality, affordability, and accessibility of services for families with children under the age of six in the areas of health, early care, and education.
www.buildingbrightfutures.org
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Kids are Priority One is Vermont's statewide early childhood coalition working to ensure that every Vermont child gets a good start.  We focus on improving early care, health, and education services for children birth to six. We accomplish this by engaging in public education, grassroots organizing, policy advocacy, and leadership development.
www.kidsarepriorityone.org
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